STRINGER PRESS
SUMMER TERM 2020
Dear Students, Parents, Carers, Staff and Governors,
Welcome to our summer term Stringer Press. It has been a very different summer term here at Stringer owing
to the global pandemic. This academic year will certainly go down in history as one we will all remember. We
are grateful for the contribution the whole community has made over the last few months that has enabled our
students to learn from home. So many of our students have made us proud with the resilience and perseverance
they’ve shown in working remotely. We know this has had its challenges but, as you will see from this publication,
it has also been a reflective, productive and creative time for many.
We now have the summer break to re-charge, and then implement our plan for the safe return to a more normal
educational provision in September.
The end of an academic year is a time to celebrate the successes of Year 11 who have had to respond to a very
different end to secondary school. We were incredibly proud of the Year 11 group, how they have conducted
themselves over their five years at the school, how they embraced all that Stringer has to offer and the way
they were positive role models our younger students. Although we had a virtual Leavers’ Assembly, we are all
disappointed that we weren’t able to have a Prom or a Year 11 Leavers’ day. Nevertheless, we know our Year 11s
have many fond memories of their time at Stringer and many people with whom they’ll remain friends for the
rest of their lives. I am glad I managed to see some of them as they came in to collect their Yearbooks and look
forward to them receiving their results in August. I am hopeful we will be able to keep in touch and see the class
of 2020 flourish as they move onto college, further education and their future lives.
It seems such a long time ago, but just before lockdown, Year 10 students visited our linked school in Ghana. I
know for many it is a trip of a lifetime and they come back with a renewed appreciation for everything we are able
to offer here at school. We also managed to have a small number of students in Year 7 visit Dolawen. Once travel
was curtailed the usual trips and visits stopped, however many students were able to share their lockdown work
through the #Stringer Learning Gallery. Our appreciation goes out to Miss Stoner for producing these publications
over the term and to the Communications Team in making sure our #StringerLearning@Home publications kept
everyone updated.
As we reach the final week we have some staff who are moving onto new pastures and we thank them for
supporting the students here and being part of the Stringer community. We wish them well and look forward
to hearing about their new roles. Mr Philips from the computing team is moving to a secondary school in East
Sussex, whilst Mr Hughes is travelling to teach in Japan. Miss Badger has been a standout performer in Drama,
whilst also completing her college course. Mrs Chadwick is moving to a school in West Sussex, returning to teach
D.T., whilst Mr Ford has been successful in becoming the Head of PE at Longhill. Mr Duggan is moving to Germany
and Mrs Battrick after 14 years here is looking forward to a well-deserved retirement. Lastly Miss Orrells, who
came to Stringer as a student, trained here as a history teacher and has also had numerous roles supporting the
students of the community, has been promoted to Head of School at Roedean School. A huge thanks to them all for
their dedication to their roles and we wish them every success for the future.
I hope you all have an enjoyable and restful summer holiday. I look forward to welcoming our students back in
September.
Mr Hillier | Headteacher

1w:1www.dorothy-stringer.co.uk			

t: 01273 852222			

e: office@dorothy-stringer.co.uk

This Term’s News...
This is an interactive document, you can click and go to the
page in the contents.
Contents
A Slightly different edition			

3

Virtual DEAR week					4

A Slightly different
edition

DOROTHY
STRINGER
SOCIAL
ACCOUNTS
To keep up to date with current news
please follow our social media accounts,
various departments run their own
accounts and celebrate good work,
events and successes.

It’s been lovely to see students back in school these last few days but this
edition of Stringer Press is all about what’s been happening at home.
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Students, parents and carers and staff have all been super busy working
from home and taking part in different virtual events, DEAR, Enrichment
Activities, Sports Day and Sports Awards.
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We have heard about many Acts of Kindness our community have done
and we are proud to share some of these here.

KEY DATES FOR 2020/21
3 September 2020				

INSET DAY

4 September 2020				

INSET DAY

7 September 2020				
START OF AUTUMN TERM
						(New Year 7’s Only)
8 September 2020				

All Years Start

26 - 30 October 2020			

AUTUMN HALF TERM

23 November 2020				

INSET DAY

18 December 2020				

END OF AUTUMN TERM

21 December- 1 January 2021		

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

4 January 2021				

START OF SPRING TERM

22 January 2021				

INSET DAY

15 - 19 February 2021			

SPRING HALF TERM

1 April 2021					END OF SPRING TERM

2 - 16 April 2021				

EASTER HOLIDAYS

19 April 2021					START OF SUMMER TERM

3 May 2021					BANK HOLIDAY

31 May - 4 June 2021			

SUMMER HALF TERM

What a term this has been!

share your
news

We hope you enjoy our summer term Stringer Press.

We are always interested in hearing
student’s achievements in and out of
school, and would love to celebrate
them in our termly news and on social
accounts. Please share them with us
by emailing communications@dorothystringer.co.uk

Wishing all our community a safe and happy summer.
The Communications Team

we would love
your feedback
If you have any ideas or suggestions
of the type of news you would
like to hear about please email us
communications@dorothy-stringer.co.uk

weekly news
updates
Remember to keep an eye out for our
weekly news update from the head
teacher in your email inbox, it can also
be viewed by logging onto the SLG,
under ‘newsletter’.
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Virtual DEAR week
What a fantastic VIRTUAL DEAR week we have had! Thank you for sending in your
book selfies and for showing us all the wonderful books you are reading!
Over the summer holidays you can take part in our BIG SUMMER READ, all the
details can be found here: BIG SUMMER READ
In the meantime, remember everyday is a DEAR day so keep up the reading.
Ms Morden | Librarian
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ACTS OF KINDNESS - what have
our students been up to!
Elliot in 7JUD has been very busy during lockdown with the St John Ambulance Cadets!
‘My day consists of 4-5 hours of school work,
45 minutes reading my neurology book and
on some days I help some of my mum’s
friend’s kids with their maths homework as
their mum hasn’t done any mathematics in
years. If you don’t already know I am a St
John Ambulance Cadet and have been given a
LOT of work from them.
Me and my mum are in my Nan’s support bubble and she lives in Meriden so we went up
there last weekend.’

Maya 8DGN
‘I hope I do acts of kindness all the time but in lockdown in particular I
have:
•
•
•
•

Stayed in touch with my friends
Have passed on my old books to friends and their younger siblings
Have done chores for neighbours and friends who have been
shielding
Have collated art for the Martlets Project

I have also been educating my parents more on K-pop much to their
pleasure’

6

7

Virtual Enrichment
Activities - in photos!

Arlo - Year 9
Arlo has been delivering food packages for a local shop, he’s on call between 8am and
6pm Monday to Saturday so he is available to
deliver food packages to those vulnerable members of the
community who have been unable to leave their houses.
DAN Tutor Group - Sent in by Dr Danahar
When my son got ill, the children in my form tutor group repeatedly,
unprompted, asked me how he was, it made me feel better.
Fraser - Year 7
‘Over the last few months, I have been
volunteering at a local food bank. A food bank is
a place in the local community that helps those
in need and eliminates food waste. When a shop
doesn’t want something anymore because it can’t
be sold, instead of throwing it away, they donate
it to us where we give it to those in poverty and
people struggling in the COVID19 crisis. It is a
great way to get outside and meet new people,
especially in lockdown. Sadly there are times
where we don’t get much and have to ration
what we give people so when the school offered
potatoes from the allotment we were really happy
and grateful. Normally all Year 7 Environmental
Science students plant potatoes in the Stringer
Community Allotment and then harvest them for
their last lesson in July. This year Mr Sandercock
arranged for me to come and help dig them up
and said we could have them for the Food Bank.
Rosa - Year 7
Rosa has walked dogs for those who couldn’t get out.
Lana - Year 7 - sent in by parents.
‘Lana has been helping at home throughout the lockdown looking after her little sister
and helping her with home schooling. She’s been such a help to her parents who have
had to work full time and they really appreciate her help.’
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the martlets - You Are
Not Alone - Community
Proj ect
You Are Never Alone is a way to help build community between the generations and
make life better for people living in care homes through the human act of connecting to
share experiences.
Children of all ages were invited, by their teacher, to create a letter, poem, piece of art or
an audio recording that is shared with a care home resident living nearby.
The hope is that in time when restrictions allow, these links will see a two-way
communication with the residents, with twinning of homes to their nearest schools to
encourage an on-going relationship with benefits all round.
Thank you to everyone who took part in this project!
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Brighton, July 13th, 2020
Dear Friend,
You are not alone – because I am here to support you and make life happier for both of us! My name is
Marcus and I am 12 years old.

How are you doing while coping with the lockdown? We are all worried about these challenging times;
however, we have each other to make us feel better.

Imagine if the coronavirus crisis had happened 70 years ago – what would life be like? I did some research
and found that most people didn’t have a television. Mobile phones were nowhere to be seen. I don’t think I
could have coped without any of these – in those days it must have been tough to live without technology. I
would be bored and sad because I would not be able to see family even via a screen.

I guess that I would spend more time listening to music (radio), writing letters to family and friends, and being
more outside while social distancing.

I hope you maintain great health during this difficult time and that you are able to see your loved ones again
very soon.

Stay safe,
Marcus
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Dorothy Stringer Social Accounts
Remember to follow us on all our
social accounts to keep connected.
TWITTER ACCOUNTS
Below are the main twitter handles...
@dorothystringer -		

https://twitter.com/DorothyStringer

@DStringerDrama - 		
@DStringerPE - 		
@music_dss - 		
@StringerMaths - 		

https://twitter.com/DStringerDRAMA
https://twitter.com/DStringerPE
https://twitter.com/music_dss
https://twitter.com/StringerMaths

INSTAGRAM ACCOUNTS
Below are the main Instagram handles...
@dorothystringerschool -

https://www.instagram.com/dorothystringerschool/

@dramadorothystringer - https://www.instagram.com/dramadorothystringer/
@ds_art_department - 		
https://www.instagram.com/ds_art_department/
@stringerhistory - 		
https://www.instagram.com/stringerhistory/
@dorothystringerpe - 		 https://www.instagram.com/dorothystringerpe/
BELOW ARE THE WINNERS OF THE PARENT CALENDAR PHOTO COMPETITION 2020/21 - HEAD OVER TO THE SLG
TO SEE THE FULL LIST OF WINNERS & RUNNERS UP

YOUTUBE - 		

https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCZ3FMir0hk19GhBa4QOxhtQ
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